Jesus is Our King and the Calling Realm: Your calling is what you do to advance God’s kingdom outside of the home and career realms.  When Christ is King you discover and do what He has called you to in this season of your life. 

Matt. 11:20-30 “The King’s Invitation to Rest”

Intro. Our souls never have peace until we are reconciled with God. You either try to repress the awareness of God, and eternity (heaven and hell), or you have to contemplate your eternal destination, and wrestle with the basis of why + how you get to where you want to go. But if you knew your eternal destination is heaven, and is certain, it will radically change for better your experience of this life. 

Let’s discover how to have rest for your soul:

Subject: Rest for your soul

Object: Receive Christ and experience rest 
Context: Jesus preaching in the cities of the Galilee; while the disciples on their first missionary journey [Matt. 10]
I. The result of rejecting Christ [20-24] 
A. Eternal consequences of rejecting: Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty works had been done, because they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 
1. Lord rebukes those who witnessed His mighty works and failed to repent [20]
a. Jesus called the people of the Galilee to repent for the kingdom of heaven was at hand [Mt. 4:17] 

b. Chorazin, Bethsaida, Tyre, & Sidon were the great cities of the Galilee & Coast [21]

i. These cities were known for wealth, luxury, and materialism  

ii. Sackcloth & ashes + symbols of repentance [even Tyre & Sidon would’ve repented]

c. Rebuke of apathy and indifference not opposition 

d. Chorazin & Bethsaida received a greater witness of the gospel from Jesus and would be judged more harshly than Tyre & Sidon which lay in ruins [22]

What are some of the typical ideas about death and eternity in our world?
Note: In 2014 over 80% of people in the U.S. believe in the afterlife (Pew Research)
2. Lord warns of eternal judgment for those who reject Him [23-24] And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.
a. Greater access to the gospel creates greater responsibility for your decision 

b. The greater the opportunity to hear the gospel, repent, and receive Christ’s forgiveness the greater the judgment for rejecting
i. Capernaum exalted to heaven [23] Jesus made it His home, taught, mighty works
ii. Will be brought down to Hades: place of judgment and eternal torment 
iii. Sodom: Notorious (synonymous) for sin would’ve repented & not been judged [23]
iv. it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you: In the United States, there is generally incredible access to the gospel 
c. Those who reject God’s offer of salvation will experience eternal judgment

Note: Trying to repress God or escape thinking about eternity doesn’t provide true rest
II. The result of receiving Christ [27-29] Jesus Gives True Rest

A. God has made the gospel available to the humble [25-26] At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes.  26 Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight.
1. The gospel is simple. You don’t need to be an intellectual or a mystic to understand 

a. wise and prudent: proud re intellect

i. Don’t need Bible College or Seminary to understand and respond to the gospel

B. God cannot be known apart from Christ [27] All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 
1. Any concept of God apart from Christ will mischaracterize Him [Jn. 14:7-9]
a. Cf. the person who says, “My God wouldn’t send people to hell…”

C. God offers rest for your souls through Jesus [28-30]
1. Come to Jesus [28] Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
a. Come to Me: We come to a person, Jesus the Messiah. 

i. Cf. The Law of Moses (rules) does not provide rest, but are intended to guide us to a life the pleases God and will bless us.
b. all you who labor and are heavy laden: Trying to earn your way to heaven by good deeds, or adherence to a religious code is a heavy burden because you never know if you are good enough. There is no peace. 
c. and I will give you rest: Jesus offers a certain and confident hope of eternity in heaven with Him
2. Take His yoke [29] Take My yoke upon you: Yoke represents obligation to God 

a. You have to choose to submit to Jesus. Jesus does not force anyone to yield to Him 

b. Yoke is a collar fit for two oxen to pull a plow. When a young ox is trained, it is joined with a mature ox that has the yoke fitted around its shoulders. The young ox learns to walk with the mature ox, and the mature ox does the majority of the work. 

3. Learn from Him [29] and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, 
a. NLT “Let Me teach you” 

b. The Greek tense is a command to begin now 
c. for I am gentle and lowly in heart: strength under control, used re a horse submitted to a ride. Essence is humility. Jesus’ only autobiographical statement.  
** The more I learn from Jesus, and the longer I’ve walked with Him the greater I rest. 
4. Find Rest [29-30] and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light:
a. Jesus’ yoke is pleasant, and fits right. 

i. We are the young ox, and Christ has done the work. 
b. The gospel provides rest for your soul because it is based on what Jesus has done, not what you must do. 

c. The good news (gospel) is: you can receive forgiveness of your sin that separates you from God (because Jesus took your penalty on the cross), and spiritual life, resulting in rest for your soul, if you come to Jesus, take His yoke, and learn from Him.
Conc. Receive Christ and experience rest for your soul 

Discussion Qs
1. What are some of the typical ideas about death and eternity in our world?

2. Consider that our souls never have peace until we are reconciled with God. You either try to repress the awareness of God, and eternity (heaven and hell), or you have to contemplate your eternal destination, and wrestle with the basis of why + how you get to where you want to go. Trying to repress God or escape thinking about eternity doesn’t provide true rest. Discuss your ideas as a group. 
3. How can knowing that your eternal destination is heaven, and is certain, influence a person’s experience of this life?  Discuss how this truth has impacted your life.
4. Consider the process described by Jesus [28-30]: Come to Him, take His yoke, learn from Him, and find rest. Describe your experience. 

